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SUBJECT: AMOS EIRAN ON IRAELI-U.S. RELATIONS 

1. THE GOVERNMENT PRESS OEFICE ISSUED THE FOLLOWING PRESS 
BULLETIN JANUARY 6 REGARDING A SPEECH MADE BY AMOS EIRAN.THE 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PRIME MINISTR RABIN'S OFEICE, AT A 
MEETING OF THE TEL AVIV ROTARY CLUB ON THAT DATE. AS THE 
DEPRTMENT IS AWARE, EIRAN IS CLOSE TO THE PRIME MINISTER AND 
SPEAKS FROM HIS KNOWLEDGE OE RABIN'S VIEWS. HE HAS RECENTLY 
RETURNED FROM A SHORT VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES. 

2. BEGIN TEXT/ "WE TRUST THAT THE NEW U.S. ADMINISTRATION WILL 
HOLD TOP-LEVEL CONSULTATIONS WITH ISRAEL BEFORE DETERMINING ITS 
POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST," THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OE THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S OFFICE, MR. AMOS EIRAN,SAID TODAY (THURSDAY) AT A 
MEETING OF THE TEL AVIV ROTARY CLUB. 

3. MR. EIRAN NOTED WITH SATISFACTION THAT SOME SIX BILLION 
DOLLARS-OR ABOUT 60 PERCENT OF U.S. AID GRANTED ISRAEL 
SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE-WERE RECEIVED DURING 
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THE PAST THREE YEARS. 

4. ISRAEL’S PRESENT REQUEST, AN AMOUNT OF OVER TWO BILLION 
DOLLARS, INTENDED FOR THE BUDGET YEAR 1977/78, EQUALS THE 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE OF THE VIETNAM WAR DURING THE LAST YEAR 
OF THE FIGHTING THERE. WHILE THAT EXPENDITURE COVERED THE 
COST OE A WAR, THIS AID SHOULD BE SEEN AS AN INVESTMENT IN 
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PACIFICATION, THROUGH MAINTAINING THE BALANCE BETWEEN ISRAEL 
AND ITS NEIGHBORS. 

5. ISRAEL, HE SAID, IS TURNING TO THE U.S. CONVINCED OF THE 
LULL JUSTIFICATION OF ITS REQUEST EOR ECONOMIC AID. BEEORE 
ISRAEL REQUESTS OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE, ITS OWN CITIZENS ARE 
OBLIGED TO BEAR A CONSIDERABLE EINANCIAL BURDEN. 

6. IN THE POLITICAL SPHERE, AID MR. EIRAN, ISRAEL'S STAND 
MUST SUPPORT THOSE OF ITS FRIENDS WHO ARE IN A POSITION TO 
SUPPORT ISRAEL. 

7. ITS POSITIONS MUST BE OPEN TO DIALOGUE, TO MEETINGS AND 
DISCUSSION, WITH A VIEW OE REACHING AGREEMENT. THIS DOES 
NOT APPEAR TO THE PLO, BUT TO SOVEREIGN NATIONS. 

8. IN JANUARY 1976, AGREEMENT WAS REACHED BETWEEN PRESIDENT 
LORD AND PRIME MINISTER RABIN ON THE FORMULA OF TERMINATION 
OE THE STATE OE WAR, AND ISRAEL'S READINESS EOR TERRITORIAL 
CONCESSIONS IN RETURN FOR A TERMINATION OF THE STATE OE WAR. 

9. THE U.S. UNDERTOOK TO REPLY TO ISRAEL ON THIS SUBJECT 
ALTER CONTACTING ARAB COUNTRIES. BUT AS A RESULT OE 

THE CIVIL WAR IN LEBANON AND THE U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTINS, 

THIS PROCESS WAS DELAYED, AD WE HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED A 
CLEAR REPLY ON THIS SUBJECT. 

10. ISRAEL IS PREPARED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ENDEAVOR EOR 
OVERALL AGREEMENT OR PARTIAL AGREEMENTS. EIRST PRIORITY 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 TEL AV 00152 07I330Z 

SHOULD BE GIVEN TO AN OVERALL AGREEMENT VIA THE GENEVA 
CONEERENCE, BUT ISRAEL IS PREPRED TO CONCLUDE ADDITIONAL 
INTERIM AGREEMENTS SIMILAR TO THOSE ACHIEVED IN THE PAST, 
WHICH WILL ENSURE CONTINUED QUIET AND KEEP ALIVE THE HOPE 
EOR SINIEICANT CHANGES IN THE ATTITUDE OE THE ARAB STATES. 

THE CENTRAL PROBLEM IS NOT THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION, BUT 
THE ARAB COUNTRIES' RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL'S SOVEREIGN 
EXISTENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. THIS IS WHY THE QUESTION OE 
PEACE AND ITS NATURE MUST BE GIVEN PRIORITY EVEN OVER THE 
PROBLEM OE AREAS AND BORDERS. IT IS OBVIOUS IN ANY CASE 
THAT DEFENSIBLE BORDERS HAVE TO BE ENSURED. 

I . IT MAY BE ASSUMED THAT THE NEW ADMINISTRATION WILL 
MAINTAIN THE SAME ATTITUDE OE ERIENDSHIP, THE SAME POLITICAL, 
MILITARY AND ECONOMIC SUPPORT AS IN THE PAST, BUT WE MUST NOT 
EORGET THAT CONTINUOUS HARD WORK IS NEEDED TO MAINTAIN THAT 
LEVEL OE ERIENDSHIP BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE U.S. 

12. REVIEWING THE UNITED STATES' POSITION IN THE WORLD IN 
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GENERAL, AND THE MIDDLE EAST IN PARTICULAR, MR. EIRAN NOTED 
THAT THERE IS NO SIGN AS YET OF ECONOMIC RECOVERY IN THE U.S., 

WHERE UNEMPLOYMENT EIGURES REMAIN HIGH. THIS IS ONE OE 
THE EACTORS AFEECTING THE CONTINUANCE OE MASSIVE EOREIGN 
AID. U.S. EXPENDITURE ON ENERGY HAS RISEN STEEPLY, AND 
THOUGH BETTER OLE THAN EUROPE AND JAPAN, ITS DEPENDENCE ON 
IMPORTEDOIL HAS GROWN. THE U.S. IS INTERESTED IN MAIN- 
TAINING AN ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK WITH THE OIL COUNTRIES, IN 
ORDER TO ENSURE A RECYCLING OF OIL MONEY AND SOME INELUENCE 
ON OIL PRICE LEVELS. END TEXT 
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